
479.524.0776 earth@earth-mission.org www.earth-mission.org Earth Mission, PO Box #6411, Siloam Springs, AR 72761

EARTH MISSION PROMPTER

JUNE 2018

1

Look at the children’s faces in this photo. Although 
there are similarities, and they’re all dressed in 
blue & white, each little face tells a different story. 
Do you remember when you were that young? Were 
friends and/or family members plentiful or scarce? 
What about health, provisions and expressions of 
love? While some of you flourished in nurturing 
environments, many didn’t have the blessings their 
neighbors enjoyed, and yet others experienced 
very difficult circumstances. But whatever the case, 
here we all are with our own unique stories to tell. 
I imagine these children were all told to fold their arms 
for the photo... and some don’t seem very happy about 
that. Who among us hasn’t wanted to fold our arms 
and pout or scowl because life wasn’t going how we 
wanted it to? Although these kids were only temporarily 

inconvenienced by posing awkwardly for a photo, all 
are blessed to be attending the Bethel Rufin School in 
Pakistan. I picture them running, playing and laughing... 
arms swinging freely, the photo a distant memory. 
Whatever troubles you may have endured in your 
youth, or are currently in the midst of, I pray you 
find the joy of a child set free after being constrained. 
Open your arms wide & embrace life with all of its 
‘temporary inconveniences’. Please pray for these 
little ones, their teachers, their parents and all 
those that will be impacted by their unfolding stories. 

Picture: Students from Bethel Rufin School in Multan, Pakistan (OnetoAnother)
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EARTH MISSION STAFF 

EMA Program Director

These days, you might be hard pressed to find a moral 
issue that isn’t hotly contested by some group. Pick your 
subject and you have two or three deeply entrenched 
sides. I did however find one. If you look across countries, 
cultures, languages and orientations of all sorts, everyone 
seems to instinctively know that you shouldn’t hurt kids. 
Unless you are a psychopath, it is good to take care of 
kids and it’s bad not to. Even an atheist could argue that 
this behavior is probably part of our DNA programming 
as humans and directly linked to our survival as a 
species. Granted, like almost every other moral, the 
edges of this one are slowly being chipped away.  
 

We might stop and ask ourselves; if our society loses 
this moral, what else is left? What else beside the hell of 
a society built on the cult of self? Thankfully, however, 
for most people, children of all varieties are still precious 
and well worth the sacrifices we make for them. For 
most, helping children for their own good resonates 
with our deepest understanding of what we know to 
be true, beautiful and good. This is especially true in 
Karen culture. [...]

 

 
To read more about Dr. Mitch’s latest blog “Blessed are 
the Kid-Carers, for They Will Become like Kids”, follow 
our link below:
https://www.earth-mission.org/2018/06/blessed-are-the-kid-carers-for-

they-will-become-like-kids/

“It doesn’t count if it’s a kid from a neighboring 
country.”  
“Oh, it’s not really a kid yet.”  
 

Pictures: Our students practicing during the Helping Babies Breathe training.
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EARTH MISSION ASIA

EMA OFFICE GRAND OPENING

EMA  officially inaugurated  our  new office in Chiang 
Mai with a n   opening ceremony for our staff, students, 
and local partners followed by an open house for our 
guests. Thanks for your support and prayers as we 
continue to provide healthcare in remote areas!

Picture: Group picture with our staff, students and guests during the opening.

/earthmissionasia

info@earthmissionasia.org

earthmissionasia.org

HELPING BABIES BREATHE 
TRAINING

Last week the staff and most of the students received 
three days of training called Helping Babies Breathe 
(HBB). 

HBB teaches the initial steps of assisting babies that do 
not breathe on their own after birth. The course has 
been shown to reduce neonatal mortality in resource-
limited environments by up to 47% and is taught in over 
80 countries with 450,000 birth attendants trained and 
equipped. HBB is an initiative of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics (AAP) developed in collaboration with the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 

Samaritan’s Purse sponsored our course by sending 
certified HBB trainers to the T-RAD Clinic. We are 
excited that our Physician Assistant students received 
this high-quality training and the positive impact it will 
have on babies’ lives in the future!

Picture: Our staff and students received a diploma certified by HBB trainers.

PRAYER REQUESTS

•	Pray for the upcoming Trauma Training in 
Kyaukkyi during July and for Bryce who will be leading it.
•	Pray for our EMA staff retreat on August 23-25. Our 
staff from Kyaukkyi and Chiang Mai will meet together 
in Mae Sot for two 1/2 days. Pray for good unity. Pray 
for more funds to cover the cost. 
•	Thankful for the Helping Babies Breathe (HBB) training 
and for the skills the staff and students learned.
•	Pray for Dan & family as they share about the work 
of Earth Mission and EMA. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS
•	Safe travels to Australia next month. 

•	We have a few opportunities to speak to potential supporters 

for Victoria Memorial Hospital....pray that we would be able 

to raise enough support to start the hospital.

•	Pray for OnetoAnother. We are not sure what the future 

holds, as we haven’t been able to find new projects.

ONETOANOTHER

/1toAnother

zeeshanlaaldin@gmail.com 

onetoanother.org.pk

UPDATE FROM JESSICA LAALDIN

There’s lots of people raising Multi-cultural children these 

days.  Many are mixed cultural marriages or kids who grow 

up in cultures other than their ‘passport country’. We do 

believe that it is blessing for our kids to grow up in Pakistan 

and we know that in the long-term it will enrich their lives. 

But as with most things in life, there are also negatives and 

at times the costs seem to stack up against us. 

Our kids are currently 10, 7 and 4 years olds. Each of them 

were born in Pakistan and have taken citizenship by descent 

for Australia. They can all speak and read/write Urdu to varying 

degrees but their mother-tongue is English. After a tough 

day at school, Malaika articulated my own feelings one day 

when she said, “I can understand what the girls are talking 

about but I don’t know how to explain what I want to say.” 

Their schooling is in English but the playground language is 

Urdu. Teachers mostly explain things once in English and then 

use Urdu in the classroom too. Our extended family here can 

all speak and understand English but most of the small talk 

and conversations that fill our gatherings is an English/Urdu 

mix. Language barriers continue to be one the main sources 

of difficulty and frustration for me personally as it is so hard 

to move beyond that surface conversation onto sharing things 

of the heart.  Please pray for the kids and I as we use Urdu.  

The kids have quite specific food preferences – Malaika pours 

hot-sauce over everything in Australia and enjoys eating very 

spicy foods. Zayaan can’t bear any hint of spice and I have to 

pack his food wherever we go in Pakistan. Rohaan refuses to eat 

potatoes and peas but loves Alu and Matar (the Urdu words for 

the same). The kids think Pakistani candies are WAY better than 

Australian but Australian marshmallows are better than Pakistani. 

 

Spending these early years of their lives in Pakistan has ensured 

that each of them has a sense of Pakistani identity and pride 

– especially in regards to cricket and sports. They are hugely 

disappointed that Pakistan is not in the soccer world cup and 

refuse to support Australia!  But despite that, they are always 

different here – everyone calls them Australian and many kids at 

school don’t believe they are Pakistani! They are different from 

their friends, they have strange lunch boxes and watch different 

TV shows. People often stare at us and ask ridiculous questions.  

Each time we go back to Australia, the kids ask deeper and 

deeper questions about the differences in their upbringing 

and that of their Aussie cousins. Questions about the freedom 

that I have there to take them out or the affluence of people; 

the variety of things in the shops; family values; the busyness 

of people…etc. It continues to be both a challenge and an 

opportunity for Shani and me as we answer their questions.  

Please join us in praying that they would grow up to know 

their identity in Christ and would find strength and confidence 

in their differences. 

Picture: Jessica Laaldin’s kids at the beach. 


