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EARTH MISSION

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:
to loose the chains of injustice and untie
the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed
free and break every yoke?
Is it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with
shelter – when you see the naked, to clothe
him, and not to turn away from your own
flesh and blood?”
ISAIAH 58:6-7

About
Earth Mission
HISTORY

Incorporated in 1983, Earth Mission is a taxexempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based
in Siloam Springs, Arkansas with projects
in Thailand, Myanmar and Pakistan. We are
committed to meeting the physical needs of
people as a reflection of our Christian beliefs.
We do this by providing culturally sensitive,
efficient and sustainable solutions to problems
that require technical or medical skills, and by
mobilizing prayer and financial support.
VISION

We see a future for people which is health
promoting, economically stimulating, free of
oppression and meets spiritual needs.
CURRENT PROJECTS

• Earth Mission Asia
• OnetoAnother
DONATION DESIGNATIONS

• EM General Operations
• Where Most Needed
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EARTH MISSION

Letter
From Laura
As a representative and ambassador of Earth Mission, my words and
actions are seen as a reflection of the values and goals of the organization.
Therefore, I desire to portray a true likeness of the heart of this ministry.
Because we aim to implement culturally relevant changes that will
benefit the regions we work in, it is important to understand the societal
differences and expectations that may hinder or foster those changes.
We must build healthy, peaceful relationships with those in places of
authority, so that the people they govern will profit from our efforts. That’s
when we find out whether we have truly counted the cost for undertaking
such lofty goals. I believe that our teams have been faithful to do the
research, training, preparations and evaluations needed to bring lasting
progress to areas without the firm foundations that can only be forged
during times of peace. When there is a lack of healthcare, education,
and/or financial provision, it is difficult to live a peaceful life. We seek to
equip people with the necessary skills and services that allow them to
transcend the burdensome limitations they currently struggle under.
And we pray that our lives will be an accurate depiction of the loving
heart and hands of God, the Prince of Peace.
Thanks for all you do to help us with bringing this dream to life!

LAURA HESSELINK
EM DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
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EARTH MISSION ASIA

EMA
Overview
CHIANG MAI, THAILAND

• Physician Assistant Y1: 9 students
• University Scholarship: 4 students
• Staff: 21 paid staff and full-time volunteers
KYAUKKYI, MYANMAR

• Physician Assistant Y2: 8 students
• Engineering Technology Y2: 3 students
• Staff: 24 paid staff and full-time volunteers
DONATION DESIGNATIONS

• Medical Projects (PA Training & T-RAD Clinic)
• Engineering Technology
• Scholarships

INDIA
CHINA

MYANMAR

VIETNAM
LAOS

THAILAND

CAMBODIA
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EARTH MISSION ASIA

Letter
From Dr. Mitch
In a speech for the 2017 Year 1 graduation ceremony, our medical director,
Dr. Sha, told our students that they are more than Physician Assistant
students. They are also ambassadors of peace. In all of Myanmar, there
couldn’t be two more needed roles: healthcare provider and peacemaker.
Earth Mission Asia’s five year Physician Assistant training program strives
to help students excel in both.
While I have been personally working as a doctor with the Karen for
over a decade, 2017 represents only our second year into developing
a formal PA training program. Moreover, there were several important
breakthroughs that significantly strengthened our foundational mission
and vision. For those, we are thankful. There were also struggles that
delayed progress. As frustrating as those were at the time, it felt as if they
too served to strengthen our position. So the underlying spirit we want
to convey in this 2017 annual report is a profound sense of thankfulness.
Thankfulness to be involved in something that has the potential to greatly
impact both the health and peace of our Karen friends. Thankfulness for
our staff, students and partners who work with us to make that happen.
Thankfulness to our supporters who give, teach, pray and spend time
with us. Thankfulness to the Prince of Peace who continues to teach
us about real health and real peace in the midst of the seeming chaos
of this life.
May this report not only inform but also help you see with different eyes.
DR. MITCH RYAN
EMA PROGRAM DIRECTOR
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YEAR 1: Prerequisite Courses
CHIANG MAI,
THAILAND

EARTH MISSION ASIA

Physician
Assistant (PA)
During 2017, a new batch of Year 1 students were
welcomed into the EMA Physician Assistant
Training Program in Chiang Mai, Thailand, and
the Year 2 program was started in Kyaukkyi,
Myanmar. The Year 1 program was improved
over last year by adjusting the teaching material,
and the Year 2 program was inaugurated with
an out-patient clinical training offering hands-on
experience to the students with the guidance
of our local doctors and nurses.
TEACHING IMPROVEMENTS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
12

Better screening of future students
Core group of dedicated teachers
Co-teaching classes
Office hours for the students
Mentoring and leadership sessions
Consistent study hall
Better teaching materials (new science and
medical math textbook)
Regular teacher trainings in both countries

9 STUDENTS
FEBRUARY DECEMBER 2017

ENGLISH
LEVEL
IMPROVED

{}
+-/

FROM
ELEMENTARY/
PRE-INTERMEDIATE
TO INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

COMPLETED MEDICAL MATH
SUCCESSFULLY !

Able to perform dosage
calculations and
understand medical dosage
terminology well.

YEAR 2: Out-Patient
Department (OPD) Experience
GOALS
ACHIEVED:
KYAUKKYI,
MYANMAR

• History taking and physical
exam skills

• How to do basic laboratory
tests

• Usage of the data gathered to
8 STUDENTS
FEBRUARY DECEMBER 2017

make a diagnosis

• Building their knowledge of

diseases & medical conditions
common in this area

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE: JULY - NOVEMBER 2017

AN AVERAGE OF
15 HOURS PER WEEK

EARTH MISSION ASIA

The T-RAD
Clinic
2017 was another year full of exciting
developments and important lessons about
how to work in rural Myanmar.

TOTAL NUMBER OF PATIENTS BY AGE GROUPS:
(MID MAY - MID DECEMBER 2017)
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We had to close the T-RAD Clinic in late 2016
as the licensed doctor for the clinic retired.
It took several months to find and hire three
Burmese licensed Karen doctors. They work in
the clinic and in teaching the Physician Assistant
(PA) students. The T-RAD Clinic reopened in
June 2017 and, in the last six months of the
year, was very busy with patients who came
both from the local community and the more
remote mountain areas. The clinic has been a
blessing to the community!
The need for living and clinic space continues
to be the main challenge in Kyaukkyi, Myanmar.
In preparation for the arrival of the next class
of PA students, an addition to the clinic was
built that houses a 5-bed in-patient unit on the
ground floor and a room for antenatal exams
and teaching on the 2nd floor. We continue to
look for a piece of land outside of town upon
which to build a permanent hospital facility and
school. This has been a challenging process
with many stops and starts.
We look forward to 2018 and another year of
productive growth at the T-RAD Clinic.

1,000
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• Conversational & written English
• Construction techniques: wood, steel,

EARTH MISSION ASIA

Engineering
Technology
EMA’s Engineering Technology Program
is specifically designed in partnership with
EMA’s Physician Assistant Program. As our PA’s
graduate and go into remote areas to provide
healthcare, they need more than an education
to bring health. The PA’s need medicine and a
dry, clean place to work. They need electricity
for oxygen, for lighting, for lab tests. They need
equipment that is in good working condition.
Our EMA Engineering Technology Program is
designed to equip graduates who can supply
the technical support needed in the harsh
jungle environments - to build structures, to
create electricity far from the grid and to repair
equipment when it fails.

CORE
COMPETENCIES UPON
GRADUATION

YEAR 1
ENGINEERING THEORY
& FABRICATION BASICS

•
•
•
•
•

concrete block
Technical drafting
Basic electricity
Power generation
Alternative energy sources
Engine repair: diesel and gasoline

• Finished basic English competency
• Finished Math and Science courses
• Finished electricity and power courses

CHIANG MAI, THAILAND

YEAR 2
CONSTRUCTION
PRACTICES & SPECIAL
PROJECTS

•
•
•
•
•

Teach in English (English based textbooks)
Project management
Land surveying & site layout
Engine rebuild
Construction techniques: steel, concrete,
modular panel design

KYAUKKYI, MYANMAR
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WATCHARAPORN
PANDUSADEE (22)

EARTH MISSION ASIA

University
Scholarship

Nationality: Thailand
University: Chiang Rai University (Thailand)
Degree: Bachelor of Nursing Science

“I’m very excited for this coming year
because I will soon participate in the Thai
nursing hat ceremony and then I will start
working as an intern at the hospital!”

SAW L KAW (30)
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Nationality: Myanmar
Dorm Assistant at EMA
University: Payap University (Thailand)
Certificate: English Intensive Course

“Last year I was studying English so I could
enroll in Payap’s Business Management
bachelor degree the following year. Do
you want to know how many times I had
to take the English Entrance exam until I
passed? Seven times! I had to stay focused,
learn from my mistakes, and never give
up on my dream.”

AYE MIYNT MYAT (27)
Nationality: Myanmar
University: Chiang Mai University (Thailand)
Degree: Bachelor of Nursing Science

“Last year, I had to repeat the second year
of the nursing program as I did not pass
the medical subjects. I knew it was going
to be difficult but, in order to keep my
education and scholarship, I gave my best.”

THANAPORN RAMAD (27)
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Nationality: Thailand
Administrative Assistant at EMA
University: Chiang Mai Rajabhat University
(Thailand)
Degree: Bachelor of Arts (English for
International Communication)

“Before I didn’t understand what foreigner
staff were saying and I didn’t feel confident
speaking English, but after more than
a year at the university my confidence
has grown and I can use my new skills
everyday at work!”

ABOUT

2

3
4

Besides our training programs, EMA also provides scholarships to a
select few attending universities in Thailand. In 2017, EMA sponsored
four students in various degrees with the objective that they would go
back to help their remote communities and assist EMA in its work.
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ONETOANOTHER

OnetoAnother
Overview
MULTAN, PAKISTAN

• Staff: 3 full-time employees
VICTORIA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

• Construction and equipping in process
• 20 bed hospital
MICRO ENTERPRISE

• Loans: 8 recipients
• Loans range from $3,000 to $7,500
WATER FILTRATION PLANTS (3)

• Total families impacted: approx. 750
RUFIN SCHOOL

• Classes: pre-school to 8th grade
• Students: 135 students (3-15 years old)
• Staff: 10 staff members including teachers
DONATIONS DESIGNATIONS

• Victoria Memorial Hospital
• Micro Loans
• Where Most Needed

CHINA
AFGHANISTAN

IRAN

PAKISTAN
INDIA
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ONETOANOTHER

Letter
From Shani
This year, we mark the 7th anniversary of work started by OnetoAnother
after the floods of 2010. We are proud of the work that OnetoAnother
has been able to achieve this year which reflects our mission, values
and culture. We are grateful for the opportunity to be ambassadors of
peace and love through our work in the communities around us.
We have had both achievements and a long stretch of learning to be
patient and to rely on the Lord’s timing as new projects and proposals
have not come through. Although we have been keen to start the
running of the hospital, again, we have had to wait and take some time
before starting and are continuing to learn to be obedient to the calling
even though sometimes it doesn’t seem to fall into place the way we
expect it to.
We are excited about possible opportunities ahead to continue our
mission to help the poor and marginalized people of Pakistan.

SHANI LAALDIN
ONETOANOTHER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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ONETOANOTHER

Victoria
Memorial
Hospital
We were privileged to complete the construction
of Victoria Memorial Hospital this past year. This
20 bed hospital on the outskirts of Multan City will
provide much needed jobs and provide quality
healthcare to the poor in our community. We
look forward to getting this hospital operational
in the coming year.
OnetoAnother seeks to aid the poor through
providing a health facility that gives healthcare at
a nominal fee. The area in which OnetoAnother
constructed this hospital is growing rapidly and
in about 5-10 years the hospital will be able to
cater to thousands of families.
The main goal of this project is to provide good,
affordable healthcare to poor and marginalized
families. The initial plan is to focus on women
and children and then also patients who are
terminally ill. Currently there is no facility in
Multan that provides services to terminally ill
patients and their families. Victoria Memorial
Hospital would provide these patients a place
in which they could be cared for. Our hope is
that through the hospital we would be able
to show Christ’s love and be ambassadors of
peace for the community we serve.
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ONETOANOTHER

Micro
Loans
Our loan program has been re-modeled in the
last year. We no longer give household loans
(home repairs, weddings etc.) as we have found
these are hard for families to repay. Auto-rickshaw loans are still a good option as the loan
recipients can quite easily repay the loans
from their earnings. Another change that we
have made is in our Small-Business loans as
we have decided that the business has to be
large enough for the recipient to make a decent
income so repayment remains a viable option.
Previously, we tried to set-up small businesses
that provided an income that was just enough
for the recipient to live off but repayment of
loans became difficult.
With the help of MicroLend Australia we are
now able to provide much larger loans ranging
from $3,000 to $8,000. We have found these
loans are significantly helping the families that
are linked to the business and most importantly,
we have stressed the importance of savings. A
considerable amount of time is spent working
with loan recipients after their loans have
been approved, to help them understand the
importance of savings. This concept is new to
most of our loan recipients as for the majority
of their lives they have had a hand-to-mouth
existence.

Mr. Kashif (pictured) borrowed $7,000 from
OnetoAnother in order to purchase a small
Suzuki van. He has been using this vehicle
as a school van and is earning approximately
$350 a month. This is a significant amount of
income and allows him to make repayments
on his loan each month.

“This vehicle has helped me get a stable income and allowed me
to be a little more financially secure. I currently pick and drop 10
students each day and on most weekends I am able to also find
some work. I am very grateful to OnetoAnother for providing
me with this opportunity.”
KASHIF
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RUFIN SCHOOL

ONETOANOTHER

Where Most
Needed

Bethel Rufin School continues to play a major role in uplifting the poor
Christian community in Rufin colony, Multan. The majority of the parents
of our students have little to no education and being able to educate
their children is having a positive impact on these families. The school
has been operating for the past 15 years and we are pleased to see many
students from past years go on to get college degrees and decent jobs
to help their families. Apart from providing a secular education, Rufin
School helps these students grow in their spiritual lives as well by having
religious study classes as a part of the curriculum. We are also happy to
have a past student on our teaching staff this year. We made an effort to
introduce organized sports and also have started music classes in order
to allow students to showcase their talents and enhance the curriculum.
In general, the school results this year were satisfactory and the majority
of the students progressed into new classes. Classes 5 and 8 had their
government exams and the benefit of this is that outstanding students
are then able to receive government issued scholarships. The results
of these exams are still pending. Our hope is that in the coming years
we will be able to expand our school up to Class 10, especially for girls
as it can be difficult for parents to continue their education in other
schools. For this to happen we will require funds for 2 extra classrooms
and operational expenses for 2 extra teachers. We are grateful for the
support we have had for the school in the last year as we continue to
serve this community through education.

WATER FILTRATION PROJECT

Our Water Filtration Project was also completed
this year in which we provided 3 communities
with clean drinking water. We feel very fortunate
to be able to be in a position to provide such
basic needs to our communities. It has also
been a pleasure to see these communities
get involved in the project and take ownership.
Communities were required to provide a small
portion of land for the filtration plant to be built
on and also agreed to manage and maintain
the filtration plant.
There is still a huge need to provide similar
filtration plants in other communities that do
not have access to clean drinking water.
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EARTH MISSION

Our Team
Members
LAURA HESSELINK
EM DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

I am a creative person by nature, so I like having a multi-faceted job
with Earth Mission. The variety of tasks and ongoing challenges keep
my days interesting. Due to the growth within the ministry, I’ve been
spending more time in the office, so it’s helpful to actually enjoy what I
do! Life always feels richer when I use my God-given talents, so I also
really love creating tangible atmospheres of worship through seasonal
décor at my church.

EVA SIMON
EM & EMA COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR

This past year as Communication Director has been rich in new projects,
collaborations and experiences! Thanks to our new photographer/
videographer Kelsey, we’ve been able to produce better materials that
really showcase the heart of what we strive to accomplish in Thailand and
Myanmar. This coming year, I hope to use the new skills and knowledge
I’ve learned while doing my master’s degree on nonprofit branding and
working at EMA to offer a cohesive message for our team, beneficiaries
& supporters.
30

DR. MITCH RYAN
EMA PROGRAM DIRECTOR

The bread and wine of 2017? To choose Life. Not just a life of getting by...
a cycle of work, eat, sleep, being entertained. But choosing the deeply
rooted kind of life that joins the beauty of purpose with the goodness
of being. For me, in 2017, that involved deciding to continue to follow
the life-directing paths I have already chosen, yet also knowing the
importance of each small everyday step along the way. Deep in my soul,
I feel that developing a healthcare program for isolated villagers in Karen
state is a good thing. It is the stuff my dreams are made of. Being part of
a team that strives to do that, often at their own emotional, financial or
physical expense … is truly in every sense of the word ... beautiful. To be
honest, … it also sometimes drives me crazy. But at the end of the year,
looking back ... the beauty of it outweighs the crazy.
“And where does the power come from, to see the race to its end? From
within. Jesus said, ‘Behold, the Kingdom of God is within you. If, with
all your hearts, you truly seek me, you shall ever surely find me.’ If you
commit yourself to the love of Christ, then that is how you run a straight
race.” - Eric Liddell Chariots of Fire.

CARYL RYAN
EMA ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

I think of my job as a giant puzzle, with pieces that don’t fit at times, but
when they do, it’s a beautiful picture that God shows me. I continue to
enjoy the administration and finance of our EMA office in Chiang Mai,
working with our Thai staff and international volunteers. I also like working
closely with Laura at EM, and the puzzle pieces of interface between
three countries, Thailand, Myanmar and the USA. Granddaughters Linnea
(4yrs) and Lucia (2yrs) are always bright spots on Skype!
31

EARTH MISSION | OUR TEAM MEMBERS

DAN & DEANNA RYAN
TYLER YODER

EMA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

EMA YEAR 1 PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Working with EMA the past couple years has been quite an experience,
both good and stretching. As with any new project, the changes and
course corrections have kept me on my toes. It has been really amazing
to watch God work out the details, arranging circumstances and people
to fill in the needed areas. As an ER nurse, I enjoy working in a fast paced
and chaotic environment.
As the Year 1 Director in 2017, I was involved mostly with the students in
Chiang Mai, in student life and education administration. A bit different
than a downtown US trauma center, but still very challenging. I really
love sharing new and exciting experiences with the students and seeing
their faces light up with new experiences and realizations. I love working
with such a gifted and flexible team. It has been a great experience and
I have learned so much!

CAROLYN WHITT
EMA EDUCATION DIRECTOR

In 2017, what did I learn? I learned more when to keep my mouth shut.
I learned to look at people’s heart, actions, and motivations over the
words that they speak or write. I learned that you have to really seek
hard if you want to understand people. I learned that Hope is better than
a good plan, and Laughter can be as important as competence. And
for 2018, my lofty goal is to live in peace in His presence regardless of
the circumstances around me.
Deanna continued to volunteer at a foster home for disabled kids in
Chiang Mai. She goes there at least three days a week. The kids respond
well to Deanna and see her as fun as they know that she enjoys them.
Our whole family has grown to love those kids. We can see beyond their
disability and see the wonderful creatures that God created them to be.
It is a privilege to serve these little ones. Deanna continues to study Thai
language. Our second son is graduating in June, 2017. We will miss him,
and hope that the world is ready for him.

SHANI & JESSICA
LAALDIN
ONETOANOTHER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2017 was our first year of training in a new place with new people in
an unfamiliar culture. I can sum up my experience with one word,
challenging. I enjoy the challenge of organizing new pieces of the
training program, but work at the intersection of three cultures is only
balanced by adding lots of grace and humor. I’m still looking for that
elusive point of balance from which work and study are transformed
into a fun learning adventure.
32

Jessica and I have been working with OnetoAnother for the past 7
years. Jessica continues to teach English in a local Middle School and
I continues to oversee the work of OnetoAnother. Our three children,
Malaika (9), Zayaan (6) and Rohaan (4) are bilingual in English and Urdu.
Some of the things they all love about life in the hot, dusty city of Multan
are eating juicy mangoes, watching and playing cricket, and having the
daily opportunity to be a light to those around us.
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Income / Expenses Comparison
2017
INCOME: $582,374.27
EXPENSES: $569,921.85

2016
INCOME: $448,304.68
EXPENSES: $493,778.51

EARTH MISSION

Financial
Report

Distribution of Funds

91%
PROGRAMS

Gifts for Earth Mission programs are deductible to
the extent of the law as charitable contributions
for federal income tax purposes. Tax-deductible
contributions to approved programs and staff
are solicited with the understanding that Earth
Mission Inc. has complete discretion and control
over the use of all donated funds.
An annual donor statement is mailed to all
individuals and businesses in January of each
year to give a record of charitable contributions
in the previous year. Earth Mission has a finance
committee that meets quarterly and EM is
audited annually. To receive a copy of our
audited financial statements or our IRS Form
990, please contact earth@earth-mission.org
34

Earth Mission Asia
OnetoAnother

6%
GENERAL
MANAGEMENT

3%
FUNDRAISING &
AWARENESS
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EARTH MISSION

Our
Donors
This past year, Earth Mission received donations
from 30 states within the United States and
from abroad. These donations are the root of
our projects and our achievements are their
fruit. Thank you for your continuous support
and interest in what we do!

DONORS BY COUNTRY:

Australia
Norway
Thailand
UK
USA

< 5		
< 20		

< 10
> 20

DONORS BY STATES:

AK- Alaska
AL- Alabama
AR- Arkansas
CA- California
CO- Colorado
FL- Florida
GA- Georgia
HI- Hawaii
ID- Idaho
IL- Illinois
IN- Indiana
KS- Kansas
KY- Kentucky
36

MD- Maryland
ME- Maine
MI- Michigan
MN- Minnesota
NC- North Carolina
NE- Nebraska
NH- New Hampshire
NY- New York
OH- Ohio
OK- Oklahoma
OR- Oregon
PA- Pennsylvania
TN- Tennessee

TX- Texas
VA- Virginia
WA- Washington
WI- Wisconsin
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EARTH MISSION

Ways
to Help
In this world of widespread need, there are many
voices crying for attention, time and money.
We want to use our voice to ask you only one
question: “What is God prompting YOU to do?”

PRAY ALWAYS

“This is the confidence we have in approaching
God: that if we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us.”
1 JOHN 5:14

ACT TODAY

“As each one has received a special gift, employ
it in serving one another as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God.”
1 PETER 4:10

DONATE NOW

“Do not withhold good from those to whom it
is due, when it is in your power to act.”
PROVERBS 3:27

Contact
Information
EARTH MISSION
TEL: +1

479-524-0776

ADDRESS:

PO Box 6411
Siloam Springs, AR 72761
EMAIL: earth@earth-mission.org
WEBSITE: https://www.earth-mission.org/

EARTH MISSION ASIA
TEL: +66

(0) 53-110-546

ADDRESS:

146 Moo 1, T. San Pu Loei, A. Doi Saket,
Chiang Mai, 50220, THAILAND
EMAIL: info@earthmissionasia.org
WEBSITE: earthmissionasia.org
FACEBOOK: /earthmissionasia

ONETOANOTHER
EMAIL: 1toanother.pakistan@gmail.com
WEBSITE: http://onetoanother.org.pk/
FACEBOOK: /1toAnother/
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EARTH MISSION

We see a future for
people which is
health promoting,
economically
stimulating, free
of oppression and
meets spiritual
needs.
OUR VISION
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