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Spring has sprung in Arkansas and with it came some 
‘Spring Cleaning’ at the Earth Mission office. Caryl was 
here for a few weeks and helped to purge old materials 
and rearrange furniture in an effort to make the space 
more functional and welcoming. It has been refreshing 
to look at things with ‘new’ eyes and new purpose. 

My office is only one part of the ministry that is 
undergoing change, growth and moves to new places. 
Staff, facilities, vehicles and land... it’s all in the mix. 
So, we’d all really appreciate your prayers for grace, 
patience, strength and a sense of humor during all this 
upheaval and resettling. Thank you!

NOTE FROM LAURA

LAURA HESSELINK 

Earth Mission Director of Operations 
Email: earth@earth-mission.org 
Office Phone: 479-524-0776 (Mon-Thur, midday)

EARTH MISSION OFFICE
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JON & SARA SAUDERS
EARTH MISSION STAFF 

New EM team members!

Growing up in central Pennsylvania, Jon and Sara 
met in high school. Jon knew immediately that she was 
the one for him, and his dreams came true when they 
married in 2001. Soon, God began to call their hearts 
to serve through Sara’s role as a surgery, trauma and 
hematology/oncology nurse, their community ministry 
together, foster care and adoption.

Jon worked numerous jobs after high school, including 
commercial trucking and operating asphalt pavers 
before being hired by a technology firm and beginning 
his I.T. training. He served as a service technician for 
five years, earning his CompTIA A+, Microsoft MCP 
and Microsoft Small Business Specialist certifications.

In 2011, the family left for three years of missionary 
service to Ghana, West Africa, where Jon served as Pastor 
Association Director and Bible School Administrator. 

Relationships built there, outreaches in remote villages, 
and a role in a community health clinic had a lasting 
impact on their priorities.

Returning to the USA in 2014, Jon served as Director 
of Information Services at Moravian Manor prior to 
joining Earth Mission. Sara has been able to return to 
trauma nursing part time, and has found the teacher 
inside of every nurse as she and Jon homeschool the 
children.

Jon loves being a husband and dad, hunting and fishing 
with his boys, riding ATV with his children, going to the 
family cabin near State College PA, and playing sports, 
especially volleyball and baseball. He and Sara desire to 
serve the Father wherever He calls, and are committed 
to the process of discipleship and reflecting His grace, 
love and forgiveness to every person they encounter.

Picture: Jon & Sara and their five 
children will be joining the EMA team 
based in Kyaukkyi, Myanmar.
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EARTH MISSION ASIA

THE T-RAD CLINIC HAS JUST 
OPENED ITS OVERSTAY 
FACILITY! 

This small building includes an overstay section with six 
beds where patients can stay for continued observation 
and treatment. This building also includes an antenatal 
care area and an extra classroom on the second floor. 
The new space provides a place for patients to stay 
overnight and gives hands-on experience for our Year 
3 students who are starting their Inpatient Department 

training. Picture: Picture taken inside the overstay facility.

/earthmissionasia

info@earthmissionasia.org

earthmissionasia.org

SHEINN YU KYAW, YEAR 2 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT STUDENT

“...I think there’s so much that needs to be done to 
improve the welfare of people in my region. We need 
electricity, roads, hospitals, medicine and ambulances. 
Even more so, we need better education. Right now, 
the education in my village and in remote areas is not 
good. There’s only a few teachers for so many children 
and people struggle to finish high school, because 
they didn’t get the education they needed to succeed. 
For example, English was quite difficult for me. We 
don’t have native English speakers to teach us, and we 
don’t get to practice speaking. When I studied in my 
village, I only spoke Burmese and wrote down the few 
English words the teacher would teach us. Now that 
I’m studying at EMA, I’ve met a lot of native speakers 
and got the chance to practice English every day. That’s 
why I want to thank all my teachers at EMA for giving 
us the knowledge we need to practice healthcare. [...]”*

*Go to our website to read more about Sheinn Yu Kyaw, who is studying in 
Kyaukkyi, Myanmar. (https://www.earth-mission.org/students-profile/)

PRAYER REQUESTS
•	Thankful for Jon and Sara joining our team! Pray 
for all the finances and logistics needed to help them 
come in August. 
•	Thankful that the land purchase of 17 acres in Kyaukkyi 
went through as we are out of room with our current 
facilities!  This land will serve as the base for the clinical 
part of our Physician Assistant Training program. It 
gives us some space to build dorms, classrooms, a full 
hospital and room for the engineering tech projects. 
•	Pray for the ongoing building of our new EMA 
administration office in Chiang Mai and almost completed 
renovations for Year 1 student dorm and teacher offices 
and classrooms. Pray for a smooth move on April 9 and 10.   
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PRAYER REQUESTS
•	Please continue to remember OnetoAnother in your 
prayers as we still have not been able to make substantial 
progress in obtaining funds for the hospital. We have had 
interest shown from a few donors which is promising.

ONETOANOTHER

/1toAnother

zeeshanlaaldin@gmail.com 

onetoanother.org.pk

MICRO LOANS

Ashraf Masih is a beneficiary of our MicroLend 
Australia business loan project. He received his loan 
of Rs. 650,000.00 (USD $6,500.00) back in November 
2016. Ashraf initially used his loan to start a scaffolding 
business which was quite successful for the first year 
or so. By the second year, however, he was struggling 
to earn enough to keep the business profitable. The 
main reason for this was due to an increase in similar 
businesses which meant more competition and therefore 
lower rates. 

After discussing the issue with OnetoAnother we 
looked at other options and after obtaining permission 
from our donor decided to set up a small convenience 
store in his neighborhood. Ashraf no doubt struggled 
for a few months but thankfully is slowly starting to 
support his family and repay the loan.  

Picture: Ashraf, micro loan beneficiary.


