
What stirs your heart? Is it beauty, music, bravery... 

or something less obvious, like the smell of laundry 

soap in the morning? Yes, that’s right - laundry soap. 

For me, that scent reminds me of the many blessings 

hidden in the mundane routines of my life. 

So many tasks have been made easier by creative 

inventions that continue to evolve over the years through 

the combined efforts of people who want to find better, 

more efficient ways to accomplish things. I don’t have 

to haul water, make a fire, use a washboard or hang 

my clothes out to dry because I have been blessed 

with indoor plumbing, electricity and appliances. But 

sometimes as I watch the clothes swish around in 

the washer, I am reminded of those people who still 

have to do laundry the hard way. Many still live life the 

hard way... with no beauty, music or bravery in sight. 

ONETOANOTHER:

• Thankful for a good trip to Australia visiting family, 

friends and fundraising.

• Pray for funding for Victoria Memorial Hospital.

• Pray for further funding with the Water Project.

• Thankful for Haroon and Barnabas.

So how can I help people who are blinded by pain, 

loss or lack? How do I ‘love my neighbor’? Well, that 

all depends on my circle of influence and what I have 

to offer. Sometimes it’s as simple as offering to do 

someone’s laundry. Sometimes it’s more complicated. 

Building a hospital in a jungle or raising funds for projects 

in Pakistan takes the same kind of combined effort that 

it took to create modern appliances and plumbing. 

 

What stirs your heart? What blessings are hiding in plain 

sight at your home? What can you do to bring beauty, 

music and bravery into someone else’s life today?

EARTH MISSION ASIA: 

• Pray for Pupay, our bookkeeper in Chiang Mai, who 

has just been diagnosed with breast cancer. 

• Pray for our Year 1 and Year 2 students as they 

learn.

• Pray for the medical staff as the T-RAD clinic is 

getting busier, with procedures being organized and 

incorporating students into seeing patients.

• Thankful for our paid staff and international 

volunteers.

EARTH MISSION 
MAY MERCY, PEACE AND LOVE BE MULTIPLIED BY YOU. 
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“To give you an update on where I am at, I must go 

back a few years...

Some would say I am too compliant, others might say 

‘stupid’, but when my dad said ‘Do it’, I would usually 

obey. That may not always be a good thing.   Like 

the time as an adult, dressed in business clothes - 

long sleeved collared shirt, pants, when Dad said, 

‘Come on, stick your hand down there and turn that 

valve on’. I complied. Down into the dark, buried pipe 

I reached.  At just past the elbow, I felt it.   It felt like 

jello mixed with hair.  I faithfully scooped the goey, 

hairy mess out, handful by handful, until my entire arm 

reached deep into the hole to reach the valve. Did I 

mention the foul stench? Was that a bone? It turned 

out to be the remains of a dead possum that had 

crawled down the pipe. It took a lot of scrubbing to 

get rid of the stench. I think my wife tossed the shirt. 

 

Another time, I was only 7, and our family was building 

a cabin on an island in northern Michigan. My dad 

was probably annoyed by me, so he said ‘Dig a hole 

for the septic tank’. I gathered a shovel and the post 

hole digger, and dug and dug - until the hole was 

long and wide and so deep that I needed a ladder 

to climb out of the hole. I remember this post hole 

digger well - like an old friend - it dug dozens, maybe 

hundreds of holes over the decades.  The tips were 

no longer sharp - dulled by too many rocks.   It had 

long lost all paint. One wood handle was significantly 

shorter than the other. The handles were intriguing 

- I remember studying why the handle was shorter - 

maybe so one would not smash his knuckles against 

each other. It was many years later that I realized the 

handle was short only because it was broken, and 

someone had cut it off, and re-attached it to the digger. 

The tips were dulled, the handle was broken & re-

attached, but still useful for the intended purpose. 

 

Next year, I will have walked on this earth for a half of a 

century. And, like the old post hole digger, I am a little 

dull, and broken in places. But by the grace of God 

and by faith, I believe He has kept me for his intended 

purpose(s). I’ve been stuck on this song ‘Gracefully 

Broken’, playing it over and over as it soaks in - talking 

about ‘your power and work in me, I’m broken gracefully, 

I’m strong when I am weak’. As I think about this, I am 

comforted and confident that I know ‘The Lord will fulfill 

his purpose for me’ (Psalm 138). Can you relate? I think 

many can. Today, I want to rejoice in our brokenness.” 

EARTH MISSION STAFF
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EARTH MISSION AUGUST 2017

We have returned home after spending 

about two months in Australia. We had a 

really good time there with family and friends.   

  

We also had a few opportunities to talk about our 

work in Pakistan, especially in terms of raising 

awareness about the hospital. Our hope is to be starting 

sometime this year, but would like to have at least 

a year’s funding in place. We feel this is especially 

important in terms of hiring staff. Fundraising was more 

difficult than expected and, although many people 

showed a great interest in the work of OnetoAnother, 

it was hard to followup and directly ask for donations.  

  

In addition, we spoke about our Micro loan program 

at a charity dinner organized by Microlend Australia 

who have been supporting us in that project. 
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FUNDRAISING TRIP TO AUSTRALIA UPDATE

The OnetoAnother office remained open while we 

were away and all ran smoothly. We are thankful 

for the hard work  of Haroon and Barnabas.   

  

We really need your prayers to find new projects in order 

to keep OnetoAnother running.  We have applied for 

further funding for the Water Project, but are waiting to 

hear. Currently there are no projects which can provide 

enough funds to cover our administrative expenses.  

  

The kids start school this week. Our youngest, Rohaan, 

will also start five days at preschool as Jess is teaching 

full-time. 

ONETOANOTHER



Every week, Kyaw Kyaw, EMA volunteer and English 

tutor, goes to teach English on behalf of EMA to a local 

school near our office. The students have been eager to 

learn more and had requested more school supplies. 

We were happy to oblige and hope that Kyaw Kyaw’s 

teaching will give them the confidence they need to 

succeed in their education and learn more English in 

the future!
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EARTH MISSION ASIA

EDUCATION UPDATE FROM THE CHIANG 
MAI OFFICE, THAILAND

UPDATE FROM THE T-RAD CLINIC IN 
KYAUKKYI, MYANMAR

We would like to give praise to Moo Kler Taw, our 

second year Physician Assistant student who took 

it upon himself to donate blood to help a two-

1/2-year-old child named Saw Khu Kler Moo. 

 

“I don’t know the baby’s name, but he is from the 

mountains and has thalassemia disease. When the 

doctor finished checking him, he said: ‘This baby needs 

a blood transfusion.’ I heard that, and I asked about his 

blood group. They said ‘B group’, the same with my 

blood group, so I decided to give my blood. This is my 

first time donating blood to people. I am so very happy 

and proud of myself to give my blood to my people. 

Donating blood is a very good thing to do, and I like to 

help people who need my help. I thank God a lot because 

He gave me a chance to give my blood!” – Moo Kler Taw 

Saw Khu Kler Moo’s family is from a remote area in 

the mountains of K3. His parents are poor farmers 

with no income and he has three other siblings. He 

was referred to us from the Partners Village Health 

Worker Program and will be a frequent visitor at the 

T-RAD clinic as he’ll need regular blood transfusions. 

Thalassemia is a genetic blood disorder. People 

with thalassemia disease are not able to make 

enough hemoglobin, which causes severe anemia. 

 

Thanks to Marci and Partners: Relief and Development for 

Saw Khu Kler Moo’s picture.

EARTH MISSION AUGUST 2017
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EARTH MISSION ASIA

GAY WAH - YEAR 1 PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT

EARTH MISSION AUGUST 2017

“My five younger siblings and I were born in the 

mountains in Khuu Plowe Doe village, located in 

Taungoo Township, K2 area, Myanmar. My parents 

didn’t think it was safe for us to stay in the village, and 

they wanted us to get good education, so we were 

all sent to stay with my aunt in the city. I was sent at 

the age of four, and after a year I moved to stay with 

another aunt. Three years later, I ended up moving 

again to stay with another aunt who helped raise me 

until I graduated from high school in Taungoo. My 

siblings and myself would go back to see our parents 

once a year and then more often when the cease fire 

was declared.

I’ve always wanted to help my community. At first, I 

thought I would become a lawyer and I enrolled in a 

distance learning university studying law. I had seen 

so many injustices happen to my fellow Karen people, 

and I wanted to be able to represent them when legal 

matters occurred. But I didn’t pass the first year exams, 

and my aunt suggested that I start working to help the 

rest of the family. My siblings still needed to study and 

finish high school and my parents needed help in the 

field so I went back home. 

For three-four years, I was a driver trading goods from 

my village to the town and back. Our village would 

produce betel nut and cardamom and I would take it 

to the town and bring back rice and other goods for 

my village and our neighboring villages.

Then last year, my parents suggested that I join the 

Physician Assistant training program at EMA. I still 

wanted to help my people, and they thought that if I 

could not be a lawyer, then I could try to be a health 

practitioner. I think there are great needs for healthcare 

in remote places where I live. Some villages have small 

clinics where they are able to provide basic healthcare 

to people, and I think it’s very good. Besides working in a 

clinic, I think I would like to help with healthcare logistics 

such as transportation and communication. I am also 

interested in public health and raising awareness about 

the danger of drugs or alcohol abuse happening in my 

community. I wish drugs and alcohol were not available 

because a lot of young people become addicted and 

lose all their money.

I would like to tell my Karen community that we need 

to stay strong and united together regardless of our 

differences and religions. I believe that we can do a 

lot for our community and our people if we decide to 

work together.”

Gay Wah is 23 years-old and comes from Khuu Plowe 

Doe village, Taungoo Township, K2 area, Myanmar.  He is 

a first year student in EMA’s Physician Assistant Training 

program. 


