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We have had a very mild winter here in 

Arkansas. The flowers are already blooming 

and the trees are putting forth buds. It is 

the season of new life in the world around 

us and also within our ministry. As with any 

new life, there is a period of tender growth 

that needs the protection and nurture of 

those placed in the role of caretaker. 

We covet your prayers during this time of 

establishing solid foundations for these 

new projects. Please pray for wisdom and 

stamina for their leaders, so that as they 

grow together into greater maturity they 

will continue to breathe life into all that 

come into their circle of influence. 

Thank you!

Laura Hesselink

Earth Mission Director of Operations

ABOUT EARTH MISSION:

Earth Mission, incorporated in 1983, is a 

tax-exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

based in Siloam Springs, AR, USA. Earth 

Mission is committed to meeting the physical 

needs of people worldwide as a reflection 

of our Christian beliefs. It seeks to provide 

technological and medical solutions that 

are efficient, culturally sensitive, practical 

and permanent.

VISION STATEMENT:

We see a future for people which is health 

promoting, economically stimulating, free of 

oppression and meets spiritual needs.

Give thanks 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

We are committed to demonstrating God’s 

love by offering hope to those in need. We 

do this by providing practical, culturally 

sensitive, and sustainable solutions to 

problems that require technical or medical 

skills, and by mobilizing prayer, supporters 

and donors for this cause.

HISTORY: 

Earth Mission began in 1983. Several 

Christian engineers wanted a way to use 

their God-given gifts to reach out to those 

in need. Earth Mission now includes people 

with medical interests, engineers, teachers, 

and business people. The goal is to team up 

problem solvers with necessary projects to 

help people.

for 
he is good;

 
forever.

his love endures

to the 
Lord,

PSALM 107:1
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ONETOANOTHER
PAKISTAN

EARTH MISSION ASIA 
THAILAND / MYANMAR

(BURMA)

WHERE MOST NEEDED
BOARD DECISION

EARTH MISSION 
ADMINISTRATION 

TECHNICAL CONSULTING 

Organizational
Chart

DISTRIBUTION OF 2015 FUNDS 

PROGRAMS: 
-Thailand/Myanmar 
(Burma)
-OnetoAnother
-Gilgit Eye Hospital

GENERAL 
MANAGEMENT

FUND RAISING 
& AWARENESS

87%

7%

6%

INCOME: USD $ 371,997.61

EXPENSES: USD $ 306,306.23

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 2015

Financial  
Report 
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E D U C A T I O N  T O  E M P O W E R

In 2015, peace initiatives in Myanmar/

Burma allowed relief and development 

projects legal access to some of the people 

with whom Earth Mission (EM) had been 

working.  Suddenly, there were potentially 

more efficient options to cross- border aid.  

Early in 2015, the Free Burma Rangers’ 

(FBR) leadership made a decision to assume 

the funding and management of the Jungle 

School of Medicine (JSMK). Earth Mission 

would then pursue a separate, expanded 

healthcare training program.  

Over the course of several months, 

financial responsibility for JSMK was 

carefully turned over to FBR and Earth 

Mission’s team began making steps 

towards their new projects. 

In order to comply with the laws of Thailand, one of the first steps EM made was to 

register as a new Thai foundation, under the name of Earth Mission Asia (EMA). 

Accordingly, significant restructuring was done in the EMA office, including changes 

in accounting and management protocols, obtaining required work permits for all foreign 

staff and moving to a new office location. Also, while they waited for the approval of EMA, 

the team began to develop more of the details for implementing an expanded medical 

training program.  

After many discussions, meetings and site visits in both Thailand and Myanmar/Burma, 

the EMA team decided to locate their healthcare training efforts in Kyaukkyi, a town in 

Karen state, Myanmar/Burma.  A group of 11 dedicated and pioneering Karen men and 

one woman agreed to oversee the work.  

They named the organization after a local mountain, Taray-Daupeh Rehabilitation 

and Development Association (T-RAD), and applied for registration with the appropriate 

ministries in the capital.  

After a lengthy, yearlong gestation, 
EMA was officially birthed in November 2015. 
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EARTH 

ASIA
MISSION
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EMA’s vision for the new political 

environment in Myanmar/Burma is a hands-

on training program that is specifically 

designed to support all aspects of operating 

a clinic or hospital in a remote location. This 

is something our team has had extensive 

experience doing.

Thus, besides an expanded five-year 

medical curriculum, it would include training 

programs in engineering technology, 

administration and agriculture, emphasizing 

the unique challenges of practicing these 

professions in a remote setting.  The medical 

training will aim for the international 

standard of a Nurse Practitioner or 

Physician Assistant.  

As this is a very high standard, 

especially for students with a relatively 

simple educational background, the first 

year will be a “Foundations” program in 

Chiang Mai, Thailand.  There, students can 

learn critical thinking, English, mathemathics 

and basic science.  

EMA will also use this time to expand 

students’ life experiences, especially as it 

relates to healthcare.  Interactions with Thai 

medical professionals and opportunities to 

observe Thai standards of healthcare are 

planned activities.  

Stand at the 
crossroads 
and look;
ask for 
the ancient 
paths,
ask where 
the good 
way is, and 
walk in it, 
and you will 
find rest for 
your souls.

After graduating from the EMA 

Foundations course and having seen 

the high level of standards expected in 

Thai medical programs, the young Karen 

students will return to Myanmar/Burma to 

begin their own clinical training.  EMA feels 

that these activities for Karen pre-medical 

students, will serve to significantly increase 

the standards of medical care for the Karen.  

All of these activities are also congruent 

with the goals of the Association of South 

East Asian Nation (ASEAN): to increase 

cooperation in education and health 

between member countries.  

ASEAN includes both Myanmar/Burma 

and Thailand. Although EMA’s ultimate 

authority is much higher than ASEAN, Earth 

Mission Asia’s partnership with T-RAD 

to provide a comprehensive healthcare 

training program for villages follows the 

spirit of this association.  
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Church compound near EMA’s new office in Kyaukkyi.

JEREMIAH 6:16
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As grand visions of new possibilities soar around in some people’s heads, down-to-

earth realities consume others.  Together, these team members work to keep ongoing 

practical acts of love and service active. This is one thing that has not changed and it 

quietly preaches the heart of our mission statement: to demonstrate God’s love by offering 

hope to those in need.  

1. CONTINUING EDUCATION 

& AWARENESS:

•	 In February, EMA sponsored a ten 

day medical conference in Chiang Mai 

for medical staff. Topics included: Teacher 

Training, Problem Based Learning, Vaccines 

and Physical Therapy.

•	 EMA took three Karen colleagues to 

the USA in April to raise awareness within 

Karen communities who have immigrated to 

the USA.  4,500 miles were covered and  

several young Karen people expressed an 

interest in returning to Myanmar/Burma as 

missionary doctors and nurses. 

4. MEDICAL CARE:

•	 We are providing for the medical bills of 

Saw Wah Shee, an 18 year old Karen boy 

with an open tib/fib fracture and delayed 

treatment.  The fact that he still has his leg is 

largely credited to the outstanding care of  

healthcare professionals at Suan Dok  

Hospital.

•	 Housing costs were covered for Naw 

Mu Ra, a young Karen woman with an 

aggressive breast cancer. 

•	 We continued to support the Maw 

Nay Pwa Clinc (MNP) in northern Karen 

State, Myanmar/Burma with food, housing, 

transport, two new motorcycles, stipends 

for staff, staff expenses and medicine for 

patients.

5. NEW TRAINING PROGRAM:

•	 Eleven Karen students were recruited, 

interviewed and chosen for the Foundations 

course in Chiang Mai.This process included 

getting Burmese passports and Thai 

educational visas.

2. SCHOLARSHIPS:

•	 A full scholarship was given to one Karen 

woman in nursing school in Chiang Rai.

•	 Three Karen women studying at Chiang 

Mai University Nursing School are receiving 

some support from EMA.

3. JSMK: 

•	 Two videos were made about JSMK.

•	 Eighteen medics graduated from JSMK 

in February and are the last class fully 

supported by Earth Mission.

•	 Technical support was provided for the 

micro hydroelectric plant at JSMK.

6. PUBLIC HEALTH:

•	 One EM nurse was sent to a Cholera 

outbreak along the Thai/Myanmar (Burma)

border under the direction of the Umphang 

District Public Health team. Fifty medics 

were trained by several organizations in 

mobile activities targeting 60+ villages 

within the outbreak area.

•	 We helped in starting the Kawthoolei 

Vaccine Program (KVP) under the Karen 

Department of Health and Welfare 

(KDHW). 92 children were vaccinated 

between the ages of 0 - 6 years in two 

villages. The first training for vaccine medic 

managers took place in April 2015. From 

April through August, vaccine medics 

visited these villages every four weeks to 

provide five different vaccines. Vaccines 

given were for: DTP, MMR, Hep B, OPV, 

and BCG.

 EARTH MISSION 
ACTIVITIES 

2015
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2ONE
ANOTHER

M O B I L I Z I N G  P A K I S T A N ’ S  M A R G I N A L I Z E D

REBUILDING HOMES  

OnetoAnother completed the 

rebuilding of  a house for a man who lost 

his home during the rainy season last year. 

He lives with his family in the area near the 

Chenab river bank, northwest of Multan 

city.  

While we still do receive many 

applications for homes to be rebuilt, we 

have stopped our flood relief program.  

However, with great sadness we heard of 

his story: 

The rains last year came abruptly and 

heavily. Without warning the roof of the 

house collapsed. His two-year-old daughter 

was crushed from a falling beam.  

OnetoAnother is privileged that we 

were able to help his family by building 

them a brick and cement home that will not 

fall from future rains.  

OnetoAnother  is  also  working on a large  project funded by the Singapore Red 

Cross.  This is the building of a fairly large health facility on the outskirts of Multan (Victoria 

Memorial Hospital [VMH]). It is situated in a poor area which does not have much access 

to health care.  

The VMH has an outpatient clinic, labor ward, general ward, ultrasound room, small 

surgery, pharmacy, classroom, and hospice ward.  In recent years, a Christian housing 

project was started in this area, as well as a small church and school.  While this work is 

not funded by EM, we appreciate your prayers and support for us as we undertake this 

large project. 

-MEMORIAL HOSPITAL-
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In the weeks 
before 
Christmas, 
we were 
able to hold 
several 
Christmas 
events with 
donations 
from Earth 
Mission. 

We distributed 80 Christmas food 

ration packs to poor widows across Multan 

city.  Ration food packs include: rice, flour, 

sugar, tea, daal (lentils), cooking oil and 

noodles.

OnetoAnother also sponsored and 

hosted a Combined Christmas Get 

Together for the children from four poor 

Christian Schools across Multan city. 

Over 400 children attended the day and 

enjoyed a talent show, games, food and 

fun together.  

The purpose of this day was to bring 

together the four Christian schools and 

create some unity and fellowship between 

teachers, students and the communities.  

(OnetoAnother operates one of these 

schools – Rufin Bethel Christian School.)

Finally, OnetoAnother hosted 

a Christmas Youth Evening. This was 

primarily for the youth that are involved 

in OnetoAnother cricket tournaments held 

once or twice yearly.  

The night was great fun with food, 

music and a fantastic message. We put a 

lot of effort into making this a really special 

night, as most of the youth that are involved 

in these tournaments are from extremely 

poor and nominal Christian backgrounds. 

It was a good opportunity to talk about 

true Christian faith and to bless them with 

Christmas love.  We also gave certificates 

to acknowledge several of the team 

leaders for mobilizing youth within their own 

communities.

CELEBRATIONS

ONETOANOTHER
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Over the last 20 years, starting in 1995, Gilgit Eye Hospital (GEH) and Gilgit 

Educational and Rehabilitation Centre (2001 to 2012), have served people in one of the 

world’s most remote regions, during some of its most challenging times.  

Thousands of blind people had their sight fully restored at GEH with cataract surgery.  

Thousands of others received spectacles from a world class optometry service.  And a few 

with incurable blindness were empowered to interact with the world around them with 

hope and courage.  

Gilgit, however, has changed.  There are more local options for health and eye 

care.  Significantly, getting regular governmental permission for expatriate personnel to 

work in the Gilgit-Baltistan area was becoming impossible.  Despite strenuous efforts to 

recruit Pakistani ophthalmologists to fill roles at the remote hospital, the GEH board was 

unsuccessful. 

After much prayer and discussion, the Board unanimously decided to close the 

hospital.  On 13 August 2015, GEH closed its doors.  The staff was given all the medical 

equipment and subsequently opened a smaller Gilgit Eye Care Center in another location 

in Gilgit.  

Give thanks and praise to God for 
20 years of service and ministry 

through Gilgit Eye Hospital.

Give thanks and praise that He is 
sovereign and He has plans for the 
north of Pakistan far greater than 

we could ask or imagine.

Blessing upon the staff for the 
launching and operation of their 

clinic, Gilgit Eye Care Center.

CLOSURE 
GILGIT EYE HOSPITAL

of 
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Dr Mitch and Caryl - from Siloam Springs, AR. They have 
worked with Earth Mission since 1993; first in Gilgit, Pakistan 
with the Gilgit Eye Hospital (1993-2005) and then in Thailand 
& Myanmar/Burma, working with health and medical projects. 
Caryl is the Administrative Director for EMA and Mitch is the 
EMA Programs Director.

Dan and Deanna - from Siloam Springs, AR. Dan is an engineer 
and provides office space for EM in his engineering building. 
He served on the EM-US board for several years. In 2013, 
they moved to Chiang Mai and work directly with the health 
and technology project. Dan is the Executive Director for EMA 
and will teach engineering technology in the Foundations 
course. Deanna takes care of their youngest three children and 
volunteers at a foster home for disabled children in Chiang Mai. 

Their organization, One to Another, has been an Earth Mission 
project for three years. Shani has been the Founder/Director of 
One to Another since 2010.  His wife Jess helps with reporting 
and computer work from home where she looks after their three 
children, Malaika (7), Zayaan (4) and Rohaan (2).  They live in 
Multan, Pakistan. 

Special Recognition for Jim Pearson - helps in many ways: serving 
on the Earth Mission board for more than 20 years, including 
being on the finance committee, organizing and making sure 
each Earth Mission Prompter goes out on time, (or nearly on 
time depending on when people turn in their information!), and is 
always sharing the vision of Earth Mission to people around him.

Laura is the Director of Operations for Earth Mission USA, where 
she has worked since Feb 2011. She comes from New York State, 
but has made her home in Arkansas for a total of 26 years. In 
Feb 2004, she moved to Siloam Springs, AR which has been a 
place of healing, hope and stability in her life. She considers it an 
honor to be working with such a great group of people within 
the Earth Mission family of workers and supporters. 

Carolyn - joined EM in 2015, but has worked with Mitch and 
Caryl for three years. She comes from Georgia and is a trained 
nurse. Her position is Curriculum Director for EMA and she is in 
charge of the Foundations Course in Chiang Mai.

Hope and Joe - worked with EM from 2013 to 2015. Hope 
worked with medical patients and started the Kawthoolei 
Vaccine Project.  Joe worked with communication for several  
Karen organizations. They have moved back to the USA, but 
Hope continues to manage the vaccine project and will make a 
yearly trip to visit the sites.

LAURA HESSELINK

CARYL & MITCH RYAN

CAROLYN WHITT

HOPE & JOE DERRY

DAN & DEANNA RYAN

SHANI & JESSICA LAALDIN

JIM PEARSON

PEOPLE
Our
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EARTH MISSION ASIA
TEL: +66 (0) 53-110-546

ADDRESS: 2 Moo 5 T.Sanphisua A.Muang   
Chiang Mai, 50300, THAILAND  

EMAIL: info@earthmissionasia.org
FACEBOOK: /earthmissionasia

ONETOANOTHER
EMAIL: 1toanother.pakistan@gmail.com
WEBSITE: http://onetoanother.org.pk/

FACEBOOK: /1toAnother/

EARTH MISSION 
TEL: +1 479-524-0776

ADDRESS: PO BOX 6411, Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas 72761, USA

EMAIL: earth@earth-mission.org
WEBSITE: http://www.earth-mission.org/

MERCY,
PEACE
& love

may

BE MULTIPLIED

TO YOU
JUDE 1:2
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