
Arkansas has recently been inundated with heavy rains 
and many are dealing with flooding issues. Please 
pray for all those affected by these storms, which are 
not finished, according to the weather service. I am so 
grateful for those who keep us informed of dangerous 
thunderstorms and tornadoes, because they give us 
time to prepare and get to safety. 

But, not everyone has access to these warnings and 
many have no safe place to go. Storms catch them 
unprepared and they find themselves in the path of 
destruction. Sometimes, the storms we face have to 
do with the weather and other times they are tempests 
of a medical, financial, cultural or spiritual nature. 
 

ONETOANOTHER:

• Pray for good decisions on purchasing equipment 

for the VMH.

• Pray for running costs for the hospital. 

• Pray for Shani and Jess’s family, for strength, joy 

and peace. 

EARTH MISSION ASIA: 

• Pray for our Engineering Technology students as 

they start their second year in Kyaukkyi.

• Praise for the meeting with the KNU and a good 

plan forward with the PA program. 

• Praise for two new Karen doctors. 

• Pray for land to build a hospital near Kyaukkyi. 

• Pray for our staff - for continued unity! 

Earth Mission has been working to help those impacted 
by all kinds of storms. When a student learns how 
to diagnose a medical condition before it becomes 
deadly; when a home is rebuilt after a disaster; when 
a father can provide for his family because we helped 
him start his own business; when prejudice gives way 
to friendship because truth has been shared; when 
we teach what we know so someone can avoid the 
pitfalls we have faced and overcome... then - we have 
given life, hope and help where there was none. For 
the opportunity to do all this with you, we are eternally 
grateful.

EARTH MISSION 
MAY MERCY, PEACE AND LOVE BE MULTIPLIED BY YOU. 
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Laura Hesselink
Earth Mission Director of Operations

COMING SOON

Contact us at:  
earth@earth-mission.org 

 
EARTH MISSION 

PO Box 6411 
Siloam Springs, AR 72761 

 
Phone: (479) 524-0776

During the month of May, 
Earth Mission’s 2016 Annual 
Report will be mailed 
to all of our donors and 
supporters. If you’ve never 
received mail from us, and 
would like to receive your 
own copy, please send 
us your physical/mailing 
address. Also, if you’ve 
moved recently, please 
make sure we have your 

current mailing address. 
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I considered writing about the sketchy world of 
Myanmar banking, or the frustrations of communication 
between 3 countries, 4 languages, and the 9 
different communication apps that I use.  But, I’ve 
already lost interest. Maybe, readers would like 
to read about a little more down to earth subject… 
  
The other day, the engineering technology students 
made a wall - out of dirt. Interlocking Compressed Earth 
Blocks (ICEB) to be more precise. This wall is made up 
of interlocking blocks made primarily from dirt (and a 
little cement and water). The bricks were made by a 
hydraulic machine shown in these pictures. The dirt 
needs to be sifted to allow only fines (small pieces 
of soil). The soil is mixed with cement. The amount of 
water in the mixture is critical. We use a watering can 
to add only a small amount of water. 

To test the moisture content, students make a ball of dirt 
and throw it to the ground. If the mixture stays together 
during the throw, and then completely shatters upon 
impact, the moisture content might be correct.  The 
hydraulic machine loads a preset amount of soil mixture, 
and squeezes it into a block. The blocks are interlocking 
a little like Lego Duplos. Once the blocks harden, 
they can be dry stacked to form a wall of interlocking 
compressed earth blocks. The walls can be reinforced 
with steel bars and the cores filled with cement.   

 Most people’s first reaction to the idea of dirt blocks 
is to question the strength of the blocks. Well, I’m 
old enough to be skeptical of new things, but still 
young enough (or stupid enough) to want to try them 
anyways.   It was with this push/pull of skepticism 
and optimism that we jumped into this project.  After 
making the bricks and letting them cure a few weeks, 
we tested some bricks by breaking them in a hydraulic 
press. To the surprise of all the skeptics, all the bricks 
superseded the ASTM (American Society of Testing 
Materials) for Compressed Earth Bricks of 300 p.s.i.    
  
The next phase is to build a small building with these 
blocks. We hope to start this project in the summer.   
  
The long term goal is to develop construction 
techniques that can be used to build clinics and 
hospitals in remote areas.  While traditional bamboo 
construction is great for housing, healthcare providers 
need clean rooms free from insects and dust and little 
critters. The compressed earth block construction is 
our latest development to this end. 

Dan and Deanna will be returning to the U.S. in June 
and July.  If you would like more information on EMA 
or would just like catch up, please email Dan at 
dan@earthmissionasia.org. 

EARTH MISSION STAFF
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DAN & DEANNA UPDATE
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There is one final tranche of funding remaining from 
Singapore Red Cross, which will be used to continue 
to purchase equipment for the hospital. 

However, after that we must raise funds for the initial 
three years’ running costs. For the next phase of fund 
raising and staffing the VMH, we humbly request your 
devoted prayers.  

ZEESHAN & JESSICA UPDATE
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VICTORIAL MEMORIAL HOSPITAL (VMH)

At the beginning of April, Zeeshan traveled 
to Chiang Mai for the Annual Cricket Sixes 
tournament. He had a great week of playing 
and also fitted in some work related meetings.   
  
Please pray for the spiritual growth of our family. I have 
included photos of our beautiful children as we ask 
this month especially to remember to pray for them. 
 
The kids do face some issues at school. There is just 
one more month left of school and Malaika has her 
final exams starting from 8th May. Temperatures are 
already up to 40 C and school days are long, hot and 
tiring. Also, attending Urdu church during hot summer 
months is not easy.

ONETOANOTHER



This week, several of the Earth Mission Asia (EMA) 
staff on our medical and curriculum team traveled 
to Mae Sot to meet with Karen National Union 
(KNU) officials and Karen Department of Health 
and Welfare (KDHW) leaders to discuss jointly 
developing a Physician Assistant (PA) Training Program. 
One of the many challenges of addressing healthcare 
and educational needs in Karen State is getting 
programs accredited and recognized on a national level. 
While the KNU already supports our program, getting 
official recognition from the Burmese side would open 
many doors for funding, for quality teachers and for our 
graduates to practice their trade. Combining the medical 
and technical expertise of EMA with the political power of 
the KNU is therefore a very important step in addressing 
the overwhelming healthcare needs, as well as the lack 
of access to quality medical care in Eastern Myanmar. 
 
According to Unicef, mortality rates among infants 
and children under age five in Eastern Myanmar are 
two to three times the rates for the rest of Myanmar. 
In addition to this, according to the Myanmar Ministry 
of Health, Karen State has one of the poorest 
doctor/patient ratios in a country that is already far 
behind the World Health Organization standards. 
Developing a PA Training Program will have a direct 
impact on these staggering statistics and is a promising 
solution as we all work together to bring quality 
healthcare to those people who need it the most.
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EARTH MISSION ASIA

EMA STAFF CONFERENCE KAREN ON ICE (VIDEO)

Our engineering students, who’ve just completed their 
first year training in Chiang Mai, Thailand, enjoyed some 
time ice-skating at the local mall before going to the 
T-RAD clinic in Kyaukkyi, Myanmar. Watch this funny 
video made by Tyler, our Year 1 Program Director!

Go to Earth Mission Asia facebook page to watch the 
video!
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INTERACTING WITH LOCALS IN KYAUKKYI, 
MYANMAR

Sara, EMA’s Healthcare Assistant Program Director, 
shares the story behind this picture taken while visiting the 
T-RAD clinic in Kyaukkyi with two short-term volunteers: 
 
“On Sunday evening, Saw Thit [EMA PA student] took 
Harmony, Jesse and I for a walk up to the temple 
across from the T-RAD office. It was a busy evening 
at the temple with lots of children preparing to enter 
the monastery for the local New Year/water festival 
celebration. There’s an area of the temple where only 
men are allowed to go, so Harmony and I were waiting 
for the guys at a look-out area where a lot of young 
monks and nuns were waiting with their families. 

We were getting quite a few shy, curious looks so we 
started smiling and saying ‘Hi’ to engage with them. 
Before very long, parents were lining their kids up to take 
pictures with the Galawa [foreigner]! After quite a few of 
these shots, I thought we needed a group photo, so all 
the kids who were left gathered together for this picture. 
 
There were a lot of good, small interactions with both 
parents and kids practicing their English with us. This 
part of Myanmar remains an area where Westerners 
are almost never seen. 

We hope that by reaching out in friendship, it is a 
step toward trying to make people in Kyaukkyi less 
intimidated by foreigners coming to spend time in 
this area. We want to engage with the people to try to 
help them be more comfortable with our presence. 
We hope that through these small interactions people 
will become more interested in seeking healthcare at 
our clinic where we can share God’s love with anyone, 
Christian or Buddhist, who comes through the door.”
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